
A Letter to the President



Boca Grande&mdash;In a letter sent last week to the president, MRAA expressed great disappointment regarding
disparaging remarks President Obama made in Nashua, New Hampshire when he equated boat buying with
irresponsible behavior by consumers.  






MRAA noted the remarks were both unfortunate and inopportune and told the president that he should not have singled
out boat buying just as he should not deride consumers for buying a watch, a coat, or a car or truck.  MRAA strongly
believes his remarks is a slap in the face of boat dealers and other marine retailers and come at a crucial interval in the
business recovery.


    


Marine retailers provide thousands of jobs and contribute billions of dollars to our economy and pay significant tax
revenues.   Many marine retailers are struggling in this recession with greatly reduced sales, problems obtaining
necessary financing to operate their businesses and to cover inventory, and to retain valued employees.  However, even
during these hard times, they are making personal and financial sacrifices to support the economy, our country, and
employees.






Full text of the letter from the MRAA's President and Chairman to the President






 




MRAA sees absolutely no reason for the leader of our economy and nation to single the purchase of boats out as
irresponsible.  Instead, MRAA believes it is time for our government to set t he example and stop spending money we do
not have and mortgaging our future.  It is time for real leadership from Washington, D.C. that will not divide us but unite us
as a nation.


    


MRAA asks that we put this mistake behind us and move forward by creating a vibrant economy where Americans can
once again enjoy leisure time with their families, preferably on a boat.  Small businesses, by the admission of the
president, will lead us out of these recessionary times.  We call upon the president&rsquo;s support and his strong and
positive endorsement in the future.


MRAA
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